Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #19, vs.1,4,5,6
Call to Worship: Psalm
149:1,2,4
Silent prayer

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord, The Maker of the Heavens and the Earth, and He Doesn’t forsake the works of His hands. 
  



And God greets us in His Word: Grace Mercy and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #146
 “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O my Soul!” 

PLEASE REMAIN STANDING as we profess our faith using the Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 1 AND #2 








Forms and Confessions p 14

Please be seated

Congregational prayer 
Scripture Reading:
Hebrews 2

Song of Praise #206   “To God be the glory”
Scripture Reading:
Hebrews 3

Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #95
“Now with joyful exultation” and 







NOTE vs.4 of song is quoted in our Hebrews text!
Sermon Text:
Hebrews 2:14-3:14
 
Sermon Title: 
Comfort and Commitment

Let us now sing a song of Response –#504 
“Be still, my soul” 

Parting Blessing



Doxology: 
#117
“Praise Jehovah, all ye nations”
Evening Sermon: “Comfort & Commitment”



Lord’s Day #1
Text:  Hebrews 2:14-3:14

Reading:   Hebrews 2 and 3




   
Introduction:
 Children, do you have a comfort blanket or teddy bear? All of our children have had some kind of special blanket or stuffed animal that was their special comfort when they were upset. If they were sick, they could curl up on the couch/their bed with their “blankie” or Teddy and suck their thumb. If they skinned their knee – we would pull out that special comforter to help them calm down. Over time, most children grow out of that phase, and when they stop sucking their thumb, they get rid of their teddy or blanket or they don’t use it as much. Eventually, you get to the point where you don’t need a blankie at all! 

But then you grow up, and while you might find it funny children – I would argue that most (if not ALL) of the adults here have their own individual “Blankies” or Comforters! NOT THAT they physically have a comfort blanket, or a teddy bear hidden under their pillow – not at all! What I mean is that when we have a bad day, we all have something that we want to do, or a place we want to go, or something we want to enjoy! 



Most of you can figure out what your Comforter is by filling in this sentence: , “ I have had such a bad day, all I need right now is ________ fill in the blank: a beer? A big bowl of icecream? A nap? A couple hours of Sport or TV? Perhaps time with family or friends? OR maybe you just want to find some peace and quiet to get something done… or read a book? 
I ask this, because we often have the spiritual answer correct – But our practice often fails to reflect that knowledge. We know the catechism answer… Jesus is our Comfort YES Sir… But is He your comfort in everyday life?!
You see… I have never heard someone say, “I had such a bad day, I am exhausted… all I need right now is a couple of hours of prayer!” … all I need now is some time to sit and read the Bible and commune with God. In our moments of frustration and exhaustion, we often don’t feel like doing that sort of thing, when in reality that might be the best thing for us! Our focus in such times (the source of our comfort) tells volumes about who/what is in control of your life and mine!
(Series Intro) This week, we begin our new Catechism Series – And we take up the challenge of the best known Heidelberg Lord’s Day of all time. But since most of us have heard many sermons on this Lord’s Day… I want to explore a more practical application of these questions and our the more practical aspect of our text from Hebrews 2 & 3. Now… The Point of the book of Hebrews was to confirm the superiority of Jesus Christ over all others! It was intended to confirm and secure the faith/hope of Jewish believers who had begun to stray back towards Judaism to avoid persecution as Christians. And so, it should come as no surprise that when we are looking for what the Bible has to say about finding Comfort/salvation in Jesus Christ – that we should come to Hebrews 2! 

This evening, I want to prove to you that Solid comfort only comes from Jesus Christ – and all other comforts are only a blessing to us – thru HIM, and because of Him!! And so our theme for tonight is this:





 Jesus Christ is Humanity’s only hope for Comfort, Confidence and Salvation! (repeat)
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. Your Comfort in Christ’s Victory 
…Where we will look mainly at the ideas of Q/A #1
II. Your Commitment TO Christ’s Cause
… where we will touch on  of Q/A #2
Let’s begin with:

I. Your Comfort in Christ’s Victory      
(REPEAT)
Look at Chapter 2, vs.14-15 again with me - READ
 
When we begin considering what it means to find comfort in Jesus Christ – we have to consider the basic question of WHY we would need Comfort in the first place! Now, that probably sounds like a bit of an obvious question, doesn’t it, I mean, pain and the need for comfort etc just seems to be part of the world we live in…Right?!

But in reality, You only have a need for Comfort in Life, because of the Death that Sin brought to humanity! And all humanity is afraid of death in some form or fashion. Of course, there are some athiests who will argue, and talk big about how they are not afraid of death at all. But I would argue that is just bluster and posturing. IT is just big talk. When faced with imminent death – they would certainly want comfort. The common response to a wreck/tragedy (even with non-Christians) is “O My God!” 
You also see this by the way people respond to the “EVERYDAY” kinds of death. We all hate the death or end of safety and security. We despise the death of relationships and comfort! And in our world, we are surrounded by death: Physical, spiritual, and figurative death! AND ALL of that comes from the fact that Humanity has fallen into Sin! We are naturally under the power and influence of the evil one – the Prince of this world! And that is what vs.14-15 refers to – 




We are naturally slaves to the Devil by our fear of Death! The text is talking primarily about physical death, but as I have just been explaining – there are many kinds of death that affect us each and every day!

WE certainly DO NEED Something or Someone to Comfort us! And in these verses, we find that we have someone who has gone out of His way – to do extraordinary things to accomplish salvation for us! Jesus came as a man – born of a woman – so that He might share in our humanity, so that His death would fulfill the Law’s demands! In this way, Jesus destroyed Him who held the Power of Death – the Devil! He did this to set us free from Satan’s tyranny of Fear! 

And I want to clarify that phrase for you: The author of Hebrews uses the title: “the Devil” which means “The Accuser”! The Devil cannot force you to sin … he doesn’t have that kind of power. However, he can accuse you before God (as he did with Job) and he can accuse your own conscience… and once you are convinced that you have already gone too far in a certain sin, then you will most likely keep going all the way! 
 



Have any of you ever read the Screwtape letters by C.S. Lewis? Fascinating book… IT is a book to read more than once, because in it, Lewis speaks of temptation in a very helpful way. The book is written as a series of letters from a higher demon training a lower demon how to tempt/deceive… and as such, it speaks of the subtle ways that misdirection and half-truths can lead you to stumble! It mentions how fear can be used to push us to do the unthinkable… The Power of Satan is this misdirection, this fear of death – and yet Christ came to destroy both the Accuser and His power, and eventually – when HE returns, Christ will abolish Death itself as well!

Christ destroyed Satan’s power of accusation by becoming man and dying in our place. Vs. 17 explains this further – That Christ came to make propitiation for the sins of the people. The word used here is a technical word, which we don’t use in everyday speech very much! But Propitiation refers to Christ being the sacrifice which satisfied God’s wrath – He took the whole punishment for God’s people, so that we are considered right with God! Through Faith in Christ, HE Took our punishment (the wrath of God we deserved), and we received Christ’s perfect righteousness and obedience! We are forgiven! And that takes the sting out of death!

YOU SEE… The Devil can accuse the Christian all he wants, but we don’t need to listen anymore! The Devil is like a false witness who has been banned from God’s court – the Accuser has no audience with God! And we need not listen to him anymore either! For when Satan comes to us in the darkness of suffering/death – his whispers and doubts are meaningless because of Christ… When he comes saying, you worthless sinner, you caused this death, your sin made this happen, if you were more holy this wouldn’t have happened – in the face of those lies, the Christian can turn and reply – GET BEHIND ME SATAN! For My righteousness is in Christ – Not in what I have or have not done! Satan, I don’t need to listen to your lies anymore! As the Apostle Paul would say:  If God is for me, who can be against me? If God has not spared His OWN Son, but has delivered Him up for my salvation, How will He not also with Christ Freely give me all things? Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?! IT IS GOD who Justifies! Indeed, Christ is at the right hand of God the Father, interceding for me at this very moment!

Or as the Catechism puts it – I belong, body and soul, in life and in death to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ! HE has FULLY paid for all my sins with His precious blood, and Has set me FREE from the Tyranny of the Devil. (And that Tyranny includes all the forms of death of which we have been speaking!)

The Catechism continues: He [Christ] also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head, without the will of my Father in heaven, in fact, all things must work together for my salvation!
  
That last part about protection is seen in vs.16 and 18 and implied in chapter 3:
For it isn’t Angels whom God helps – but Abraham’s descendants, (whom Romans defines as those who have Abraham’s Faith!). And so we know that God is working for us and for our good! Christ even went through similar temptations and trials so that He truly could help us – which gives us comfort and confidence both in life and in Death!
And that Glorious Comfort should cause us to respond in faith and Gratitude…
 Which brings us to our SECOND point:
II. Your Commitment TO Christ’s Cause        (REPEAT)
This is where our reading in chapter 3 comes in… Here, the main focus is on the Superiority of Christ over against Moses – and yet, we are repeatedly told of their faithfulness within the House of God. And we are called to be a part of that House – indeed, according to 3:6, Christians ARE that House of God! And so there is a call to faithfulness and continued discipleship in Christ here. Particularly in vs.7 and following, our author quotes from the OT to reinforce the obligation NOT to harden your hearts against the Lord, but to seek Him and Follow Him with your whole heart! Look at those verses: 7-14: READ

In that I believe we see a strong call to follow Christ – He gives us every reason to (As the catechism puts it) be willing and ready from now on to live for Him! Indeed, God calls on us here to encourage one another so that we can do just that! 

And I believe this passage also touches strongly on the Question and Answer two:

For there we are asked: “What must you know to live and die in the joy of this comfort?”


Three things:  First, How great my sin and misery are? 




Second, How I am set free from all my sins and Misery;





Third, How I am to thank God for such deliverance.
(1) We have already seen how great our sin/misery are from the beginning of this passage – We only need to ask the question about comfort BECAUSE of our Sinful situation in this world! And we opened up how we are naturally slaves of the evil one, suffering under the constant fear of Death!

(2) We see how we are set free from all our sin/misery here in vs.12. For the opposite is described! We dare not turn away from the living God to return to a sinful unbelieving heart – because that is where we came from, and that is the way of death! WE must turn away from our sinful unbelief, and we must place our hope and trust in Christ alone! We must hold on to that courage and hope of vs.6 and as He points out in vs. 2: We must fix our thoughts/hearts on Jesus, the Apostle/Messenger from God, and our Great high Priest!

(3) This call to hold firm to our faith, and to guard our hearts against bitterness and sin summarizes how we are to thank God for His deliverance! Note this: God didn’t give this call to faithfulness to non-believers, but to those who were His redeemed people – the call to grateful obedience and service is for us! And it is a necessary part of this comfort/salvation in Christ.
We must thank God for His deliverance by holding firmly to the end – and that includes our constant striving against the old man of sin and turning to Christ in new faith and obedience! 
Conclusion:
These are such well-known questions, and the ideas and concepts we have studied are so basic and elementary. So much so, that I fear we all too often overlook them! EVERY DAY, you and I need to guard ourselves against Complacency and hardening our hearts against the Lord! Every Day, you need to repent and believe, and to walk by faith! And as you do that – constantly fixing your thoughts on Jesus your great High Priest – you will know and experience a comfort and confidence that surpasses all understanding! 
In this way, great saints of the past, and everyday Christians have been enabled by God’s Spirit to endure all manner of trials and sufferings – even persecution! And those around them were awe-struck with the calm and patient spirit, the grace and kindness that just seemed to flow from them = and that led them to ask – What is it that is so different about you? How can you be so calm and loving in such trouble?! And they were able to point others to the wonderful peace and love of Jesus Christ!!

Consider that – could it be true of you? 









Let’s say… if you had a non-Christian following you around each day, for the past week… watching your interaction with your family, spouse or children, watching how you handled frustration and pain… What would they say? Would they say, “Yep, just like me(” Or would they be left wondering, “What is the secret to their comfort and peace and joy all the time?!” 


I dare say most of us would raise no such questions!! And even those of us who would raise such questions at work – might completely ruin that witness by the way we live at home!

           WHAT IS your Comfort in Life and In Death?! Is it Christ? 












Can Anyone Tell that by your life? 
Christ truly is superior to Angels and to Moses, and likewise, He is a superior comfort than anything else our world has to offer! 

And when you find yourself failing to trust in Him properly, the solution is not in you, but in HIM! 

Turn to the Lord for His strength – Put your hope and Focus on Him, and He will save and sanctify you to be more like Himself according to His timing as you trust in Him! 
AMEN.
